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<Q; by che King. 


A Proclamation concernin g Tobacco. 


Hereas in the Reigne of Our moſt deare and Royall Father, 


Fo, Kingl a us of bleſſed memoꝛp, q ſinte Dur acceſſe to the Crowne, 
& £35 lcuerall Proclamations haue been made andpubliſhed concerning 
“Tobacco, Yet notwithſtanding all the care and pzomdence which 
Ev || hath Hitherto been bled, We finde the vnlimited deſire of gaine , and 
the tno2vinate appetite of taking Tobacco, hath ſo farre pꝛeuailed, 

A. | that Tobacco hach been continued to bee planitcd in great quanti⸗ 1 
* ties, in ſcucrall parts of this Dur Kealme, and a vaſt proportion * 
I )\þ D | of vnſcruceable Tobacco made and bought from Our Colomes 
ok Vircinia Summer lands, and other Onr Fozreigne Blantations, 
belles an incredible guanttepot Brat and Spaniih Tobatto imported hither, and ſceretly con- 
neped on Land, Audis nobeome to patic, That thole Our Foꝛreigne Plantations that 
might become vſcfull to this Binczdame, lingering onely bpon Tobacco, are in apparant 
danger to be viteriy ruined viele Wee tpeedily pꝛouide foꝛ their ſubſiſtence; The bodies and 
manners of Our people are allo in danger to bee cozrupted, and the wealth of this Ring⸗ 
dome exhauſted by lo blelelle a Peede as Tobacco is; which beeing repꝛeſented bnto Us by 
the humble Petition of Dur louing Subiects the Planters and Youcnturers in Virginia, and 
alſo by the like humble Petition of the Retailers and Sellers of Tobacto in and about Our 
Cities of London and N eltminſter, Mee haue thought it woꝛthy of Our Pzincely care, as a mat⸗ 
ter not only fit foꝛ Our p2ofit, the pzofit of Dur people, but much concerning Us in Our hos 
notir aud gouernmeut lo to regulate the ſame, and compell due obedience thereto, that Our 
Foꝛreigne Plantations and Colonies may bee ſuppozted and encouraged, and they made vſe- 
full to this Kingdome, by applying themſelues to moze ſolide tommodities, that the healths 
of Mur Dubiects may be pꝛelerued, the wealth of this Kingdome enlarged, and the manners 
of Our people ſo oꝛdered and gouerned, that the woꝛld may not inſtly tare Us, that theſe are 
at once endangered only by the licentious vle of Tobacco, And therfoꝛe haningſcrioufly adui⸗ 
ſed hereof, Wee, by the aduite of Dur Pꝛiuie Counceil,haue now reſolued vpon, and publiſhed 
theſe Dur Commands following concerning Tobacco, which Our Royall will and pleaſure 
is, ſhall be in all things obſerued vpon paine of Dur higheſt dilpleaſure,and of ſuch paines pe⸗ 
naities and puniſhments, as by Mur Court of Exchequer , and Court of Starre-Chamber, 
and by any other Courts and miniſters of Juſtice, oꝛ by Our Pzerogatine Royallcan be in- 


flicted bpon the offendozs. 


And firſt, Our will and Command is, that uo perſon whatſocner doe at any time here 
after plant, pzeſerue, oz maintaine any Tobacco, which is, hath been, oz ſhall be planted in 
Dur Kingdomes of England oz Ircland , o2 Dominion of Wales, oz inthe Jflands of lerſey oz 
Guerneſey, but that the lame bee vtterly diſplanted and deſtroped , and that none p2eſume 02 
5 to Buy, Sell, oz vtter any ſuch Tobacco, the lame being vtterly vnwholelome 
to bee taken. 

And further, that no Tobacco whatloener be from hentefooꝛth impoꝛted into theſe Our 
realms, oz any Hauen, Pozt, Crecke 02 place therot, which ts, oz ſhal be of the growth of any 
the parts oꝛ places beyond the Seas, belonging to,02 vnder the obedience of any foꝛeine King, 
Pꝛinte, oꝛ State whatſoeuer; But ſuch,and ſo much thereofonelp as Wee ſhall ſpetially allow 
to be impoꝛted, vntill it ſhal be fully ſetled vetweene thoſe Foꝛreine Pꝛintes and Us, accoꝛding 
to thoſe Treaties which are betweene Us, that Dur Subiects map not vnthziftily vent the 
ſolide Commodities of Our owne Kingdomes, and returne the pzoceed thereof in Dmoake. 

And further We will and command, that no Tobacco ofthe growth of any of Pur Engliſh 
Plantations in Virginia the Sommer Iſlands, Caribee Iſlands, 02 other Iſlands oꝛ places in America, 
oꝛthe Coalts thereof, be at any time hereafter impoꝛted oꝛ bzought into Pur Kingdomes of 
England oz Ireland, 02 Dominion of Wales, at any other Poꝛt then at, oꝛ in Our Poꝛt of London 
onely, and the lame duely entred in Our Cuſtome-houles there, noꝛ that any greater quan⸗ 
titie thereof bee impoꝛted there, then Wee by the aduice of Our Pꝛiuie Councell ſhall hold kit, 
and under Dur Pꝛiuie Scale, (hall declare to bee competent fo2 the expente of theſe Our 
Kingdomes, Wee not thinking it fit to admit of an immeaſurable expence of ſo vaine and 
needleſſe a Commoditie, which ought to bee vledas a Dꝛugge onely, and not ſo vainelp and 
wantonly as au emll habite of late times hath brought it vnto. 

And theſe \c2ts of Tobacco which ſhall be thus bꝛought from Our owne Colontes, Wee 
Will take p:eſent o2der ſhall bee well ozdered and made vp, and ſo certified to bee, vnder the 
hand ofthe Gouernour of that place, and when the ſame ſhall be bꝛought Hither, ſhall bee a- 
gaine Searched, Tryed and Sealed, that Dur Subtectsbe not abuſcd by coꝛrupt Tobacco. 

And Our exp2elle Tommand is, that whatſocuer Tobacco ſhall bee taken , which (hall 
be impoꝛted contrary to this Our Pꝛoclamation, the lame ſhall be foꝛfeited and confiſcate,and 
by the Officers of that Poꝛt oꝛ place where it (hall bee taken, ſhall be unmediatly burnt. 

And fo2 the oꝛdering and gouerning of theerpence and ble of Tobacco when tt ſhall be im⸗ 
poꝛted, Mee, by the aduite of Our Pꝛiuie Councell, ſhall ſpeedily direct ſucha courſe as Wee 
(hall hold fit, which Mee expect (hall be alſo in all things obſerued. 

And Wee ſtraitly charge and Command all Dur Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Searchers; 
and all other the Officers and Miniſters of Dur Poꝛts, that they and encry of them in their 
ſeuerall places, doe carefully and faithfully obſcrue Our Royal Command, in, and concerning 
the pꝛemiſſes; and if any of them (hall be found remiſſe oz negligent therein, oꝛ to connine at a: 
ny ſuch offender, that hee oꝛ they (hall foꝛ ſuch their fault, without any remiſſion be remooued 
from the place oz plates of his oꝛ their attendance on OPurſeruice. 

And to the end Our pleaſure and Command hereby publiſhed, may be the better executed, 
Wee doe hereby will, require and Command, all £Datiozs, Sheriffes, Juſtites of peace, Bay= 
liffes, Headboꝛoughs, and other Pur Officers and loning Subiects whatſocuer, to beatding 
and aſſiſting, and ſo much as in themlyeth, to take care that the pzemiſſes herein mentioned. 


be duly put in execution, as they tender their duetie andallegeance to Us,andwillanſwerethe 
contrary at their vttermoſt perils, en. 


Guen at Our Court at Whitehall the ſixt day of January, in the ſixt yeere of Our Reigne. 


God ſaue the King. . 


«Imprinted at London by Robert Barker, Printer to the Kings 
| moſt Excellent Maieſtie: and by the Aſsignes of 
ha Bill, £639. 


